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body. LB 1073 is a b ill that was b r o u g h t  to me in th e  fall b y  a 
gr o u p  of p e o p l e  f rom across the state w h o w o r k  in the area of 
chi ld p a s s e n g e r  safety. It includes p e o p l e  w h o  w o r k  in local 
safety councils, peo p l e  in your p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  who are 
tr a i ne d in chil d passe n g e r  safety and h e l p  fam i l i e s  learn ho w  to 
appr o p r i a t e l y  res t r a i n  their children. It i ncludes medical 
p e r s o n n e l . An d  their c o ncern m i r rors a n a t i o n a l  c o n c e r n  about 
current law across th e  country. An d  m a n y  states h a v e  responded, 
and m a n y  states are c o n s i d e r i n g  this same b i l l  t h i s  year in
their legi s l a t i v e  sessions. A n d  t h e y ' r e  r e s p o n d i n g  to issues
that w ere fir st rai s e d  in the mid-90s, and r e s e a r c h  ha s  recently 
b e c o . ..been compl e t e d  on, and it p r i m a r i l y  d e a l s  w i t h  th e  fact 
that c h i l d r e n  b e t w e e n  th e  ages of 4 an d  t h r o u g h  age 7 are still 
dying and b e i n g  i n jured at v e r y  h i g h  rates on our nation's 
highways, and h e r e  in Nebraska. An d  th e  l e a d i n g  c a u s e  of death 
and injury to c hildren in N e b r a s k a  is mo t o r  v e h i c l e  accidents. 
This bill has several components; th e  first deals w i t h  the issue 
of ch i l d r e n  who are too yo u n g  to be in adult safe t y  restraints, 
in seat belts. Some of the info r m a t i o n  that's b e e n  p r o v i d e d  to 
you, and I h a v e  m o r e  to present, bu t  since w e ' r e  o n l y  g o i n g  to 
go about a h a l f  h o u r  h ere I'll save some of it for later. But
what we know is that a seat belt, w h e n  a ch i l d  is this young,
under age 8, cuts t hem across th e  neck, cuts across t h e i r  vital 
organs. Unli k e  us . . . t h o s e  of us w ho are adults, who are 
app r o p r i a t e l y  r e s t rained in these, t hat can h a v e  severe injuries 
to children, n e c k  injuries, and other types of injuries 
t h a t . . .that I'll go into m ore detail later, b e c a u s e  they're 
inapprop r i a t e l y  restrained. An d  Ne b r a s k a ' s  law re q u i r e s  that 
they be restrained. It d o esn't s p ecify for c h i l d r e n  under 
age 5, however, t hat t hey have to b e  in a... a n  appropriate 
restraint as d e f i n e d  b y  federal regulation. A n  appropriate 
restraint for this age group is p r o b a b l y  a b o o s t e r  seat. An d  so 
this bill seeks to correct tha t gap in our state law, because 
the b est w a y  we can h e l p  educate p e o p l e  about w h a t  is safest for 
their children, and for themselves, is t h r o u g h  law, through 
education, and t h r o u g h  enforcement. Peop l e  in this state didn't 
wear seat belts until the seat b elt law b e c a m e  the law. People 
didn't pu t  their c hildren in an infant an d  a child 
b o o s t e r . . .child safety seats until it b e c a m e  a law. U s a g e  went 
u p  b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  u n d e r s t o o d  w h a t  was a p p r o p r i a t e  fo r  those age 
groups. So we ' r e  at a point in our h i s t o r y  w h e r e  w e  n e e d  to go


